Objection to the Proposed Extension of Wildebosch and Trumali Roads
Paradyskloof, Stellenbosch – Ward 21:
DEA & DP REF: 16/3/3/6/7/1/1342/23
To:
Ms G. Mettler
Stellenbosch Municipality
Municipal.Manager@stellenbosch.gov.za
&
PPP@zutari.com 

Principles involved:
1. Process and Approach:

The environmental assessment by Zutari invites comments by the public to be submitted on or before 28 October 2024. It also relates to an item on the approved IDP of 2022-2027 to which a budget has already been allocated. 

It is the view of the Ward Committee and Cllr. of the adjacent Ward 22 that the logic of the process is questionable. 

What is the value of public comments if funds for the project have already been allocated?

Ward 22 considers that the proposed extension of the roads needs to be presented to the public as a contextualized package, which is aligned with the principles contained in the revised MSDF of 2024, supported by the environmental impact assessment and other relevant studies.

The inclusion of this project in the approved Roads Master Plan for Stellenbosch is written in a way that suggests that the outcome of the project has already been approved internally. This approach calls into question the entire process of public participation and the objective consideration of comments submitted. 
 
2. Legislative Status of MSDF:

The Municipal Spatial Development Framework (MSDF) forms an integral part of an approved Integrated Development Plan (IDP) as prescribed by Section 25 of the Municipal Systems Act (Act 32 of 2000).

The MSDF is a document with extensive statutory powers within the legislative framework for local governments’ Planning environments. It therefore is obvious that the planning of any roads within the boundaries of a Local Municipality should be extensively discussed internally between Infrastructure and Planning for it to be solidly aligned with the principles which form the basis of the approved and revised MSDF.

In this regard the environmental impact assessment report fails to adhere to the most basic principles contained in the above-mentioned MSDF:

It underscores the fact that additional agricultural land will have to be rezoned to make provision for parts of the proposed extensions, thereby sacrificing additional unique green landscapes in the vicinity of one of the most scenic and beautiful entrances to Stellenbosch. 

Even more crucial is the lack of information on the origin and value of the wetland that will be destroyed to extend roads that residents neither need, nor want! 

It is unthinkable that consultants, via desktop-exercise, can mitigate the destruction of a wetland that originates from a catchment area high up in the Brandwacht Mountains. We are most concerned that any right-minded person would consider impacting environmentally sensitive land areas with global implications.

3. Zoning Status: 

Agricultural land, as well as protected wetlands will have to be rezoned to make way for the proposed Wildebosch Extension.

Most of the Subject Property is currently zoned as Agricultural land, the preservation of which is mentioned as a core priority within the principles of the approved local MSDF, a fact that cannot be ignored.

The interpretation of the name of the suburb, Paradyskloof, also comes into play when any development is considered. The area’s natural and unique beauty is embodied in its name. Tourists regularly revisit Paradyskloof to experience the unique beauty of mountains, forests, vineyards, food, wine, and valleys for a reason; not to see or hear more cars, but to breathe the silence and clean mountain air that Paradyskloof provides in abundance. 

It is therefore unthinkable that this unique suburb unnecessarily should fall prey to yet another road construction which serves no purpose, because the two main exits are sufficient to serve the needs of residents.


4. Principle of Financial Consideration:

The Ward Committee and Cllr. find it strange that the proposed road extension has already been included in the budget of 2022-2027, although the public participation processes have not yet been concluded.
When we then consider the “urgency” of this road extension against so many unmaintained roads and requests for maintenance and improvements by rate-paying citizens, we cannot respond differently than only to suspect a hidden agenda behind this project. Why would money be pre-allocated to this project as the existing needs requiring attention by the Roads Department as per the IDP-Budget Cycle are postponed year after year?
It further leads to the assumption that the full picture into which these proposed road extensions will eventually fit has not been revealed to the public or to the local residents. 
The incongruous statements about the urban edge and the eastern link road do not appease residents of Ward 22 at all, who understand and know that the money for this project will come from their rates and taxes.
The following question needs to be answered; “Can anything worse than residents who have lost faith in the judgement and actions of their own Local Authority’s Executive and Administration?”
5. Principle of Site-specific-motivations:

The area needed for the road extensions is currently zoned as agricultural – and Wetland. We oppose the rezoning of the mentioned land because it will sacrifice the integrity of the provisions contained within the MSDF. 

Zutari has not put forward sufficiently convincing and justifiable site-specific evidence which indicates that the road extensions will neither infringe on the MSDF Principles, nor cause permanent damage to an extremely sensitive wetland area.

6. The Principles of Impact and Desirability:

It is difficult for the Ward Committee to make sense of the many contradictions contained in the Zutari Environmental report versus the supporting technical reports in terms of the impact and desirability that these extended roads might have.
It is apparent that there was no clear understanding as to the purpose, impact, and influence of the proposed project. Phrases such as:

“The Wildebosch Road to Trumali Road extension would assist in providing improved and eased accessibility to the growing area…” versus
“Potential negative influences that may result, i.e. sense of place, property values and agricultural land/land uses, which would require further investigation.” lead to further confusion and mistrust amongst residents and should not be underestimated. 

The residents living in Upper-Brandwacht have been concerned for years by the potential Eastern Link Road that might be built through their unique and private suburb, and for which they have paid a premium. This uncertainty is once again being fueled by the allegations of linkages between Paradyskloof, Brandwacht and Dalsig.
By now every informed resident understands the cumulative impact that this project will pose not only to the unique ambience and future of the two neighbouring wards, but also to the greater Stellenbosch, because the traffic eventually all leads to the R44, which feeds into Van Reede and onto Piet Retief Streets. 
The well-known fact of the peak hour traffic problem on all roads around and within Stellenbosch paints a dark prospect of bringing more vehicles in future to the R44, let alone the disastrous outcome of the relaying of these vehicles through yet another road to eventually end up on the R44 again.
7. Conclusion:

The ultimate test for the Roads Department and all its consultants will be to demonstrate an understanding of the fact that the proposed Wildebosch Road Extension and ambiguous context conflicts with the intent and purpose of the existing spatial environment.
It will also need to justify its decision in terms of the provisions of the approved and revised MSDF and the limited scope for any deviation from the latter. 
It is the submission of the Ward Committee for Ward 22 that:
· The proposed Wildebosch Road Extension be abandoned on a non-needs-based principle and

· That a formal application be submitted by the Stellenbosch Municipality to the Western Cape Government, to remove the so-called Eastern Link Road, dating from the 1960’s from the Stellenbosch Roads Masterplan because of the non-viable status and new legislation that has come into play which will prohibit Stellenbosch Mun. to construct the proposed road. 
The Ward Committee for Ward 22 rejects the proposed extension of the Wildebosch and Trumali Roads 

Signed on this 28 day of October 2024 
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