OBJECTION TO THE EASTERN LINK ROAD (“WILDEBOSCH EXTENSION”) AS PROPOSED IN STELLENBOSCH IDP PLAN AND BUDGET

Date: 24 September 2024

idp@stellenbosch.gov.za


Objection
On 24 October 2022, the Brandwacht Action Group (BRAG) submitted an objection to developing the remainder of the farm Brandwacht no 1049, attached as annexure A. The objection was submitted on behalf of 753 residents of Brandwacht, Bo Dalsig, Dalsig, Welgelegen, Paradyskloof, Brandwacht aan Rivier, and beyond, who stand to be affected by the wider consequences of development in the area. 

Whilst the objection to the development was not for approval of the traffic management measures, the residents objected to the construction of the Eastern Link Road. The concern was that the Eastern Link Road would almost certainly be required to manage the additional traffic between the proposed development and Stellenbosch. In this regard, the residents noted that the Traffic Impact Study in the application concluded that the Eastern Link Road, along with other traffic upgrades, would be required to address the traffic impacts of the proposed development. The development application was therefore not divisible from the construction of the Eastern Link Road. 

The intended construction of parts of the Eastern Link Road (“Wildebosch Extension”), is likewise not divisible from future developments in the area. It is essential that the needs of the entire Eastern Link Road be assessed to ensure that the construction of the road is not forced upon the Municipality and its residents by prospective developments, with the concomitant legal and financial consequences for the Municipality, as an aftermath.

The Wildebosch extension, which stops at Trumali road, does not continue through Brandwacht, Dalsig, and Welgevallen Proefplaas. However, it is noted that the Wildebosch -Trumali segment opens up the opportunity for further development, including the proposed development on farm Brandwacht 1049, and for future construction of the Eastern Link Road all the way to Coetzenburg. The Wildebosch extension serves no purpose if not extended and is an irrational and wasteful expenditure of Stellenbosch ratepayers’ money. 

BRAG, on behalf of the residents in Brandwacht, Bo Dalsig, Dalsig, Welgelegen, Paradyskloof, Brandwacht aan Rivier further objects to the Eastern Link Road for the following reasons:

The Eastern Link Road is a flawed concept from the 1960s that is no longer feasible or viable for Stellenbosch in 2022 and will serve very little purpose in relieving traffic; 
The viability of the Eastern Link Road is in question for various reasons, including the availability of land for road reserve; feeder and distribution access to the link road which is inadequate to accommodate any more traffic than is currently carried; the environmental, social and economic impact of such a substantial road development; and the financial impact of such mega-infrastructure on the municipal financial resources and standing; amongst others. There is no indication that the municipality has undertaken an adequate technical, financial and legal feasibility assessment of the Eastern Link Road, and therefore approval of the Application, which is reliant on the Eastern Link Road, is non-sensical. 
The Eastern Link Road will do much aesthetic and environmental damage, especially over Brandwacht and Coetzenburg, over the Eerste Rivier and through Boland College; 
The Eastern Link Road is vigorously opposed, including by several Ward Committees in affected areas of Stellenboosch, and for a project with such potential irrevocable negative impacts (possibly the most destructive act committed by the Municipality to date), a thorough public participation process and input from professionals on its impacts on town and transport planning, urban design, the natural environment, and heritage is required.
In addition, BRAG is objects to the timing of the deadline to submit comments on the IDP process which falls within the school holidays. Revisions of the IDP are matters of fundamental importance to the sustainable development of Stellenbosch and its environments and should not be allowed to be pushed through as a consequence of a rushed public participation process. 


Signed on behalf of BRAG,



Emma Algotsson
